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At a crossroads 

Given its outstanding potential for renewable en-
ergies, the African continent could cover 100% of 
its energy needs with renewables as early as 
2030.1 All the same, many African governments 
continue to approve new investments in the extrac-
tion of fossil fuels. This is not only due to Africa’s 
wealth of fossil fuels. Rather, these decisions are 
driven by the influence of multinational oil and gas 
companies as well as the increasing demand in a 
geopolitically changed Europe. For instance, Euro-
pean countries aim to cover part of their energy 
needs with gas from Africa in the future. In addi-
tion, European companies invest in the exploita-
tion of natural resources. Germany, as well, hopes 
to diversify its sources of supply by importing gas 
from Africa.  

It is still widely believed that this will lead to broad 
access to energy supply, universal economic 
growth and wealth in African countries. Over the 
past decades, however, this idea has proven to be 
a fallacy. Extracting and using fossil fuels not only 
adversely impacts the health, diet and water sup-
ply of the local population, but also aggravates the 
global climate crisis, which manifests itself in se-
vere droughts, floods and whirlwinds, especially in 
Africa. 

 

 

 

 

Continuously high investments in the fossil sector 
block the expansion of renewable energies.  
Hence, they impede the development of a practica-
ble and cost-efficient way to cover energy needs 
and of a just, decentralised supply system which 
fosters local economic sectors, creates jobs and 
provides energy for the entire population. 

Europe’s demand for liquefied gas will not last 
long as the global energy transformation ad-
vances. Thus, African countries now have the op-
portunity to grow out of their role of raw material 
supplier, to invest in sustainable technologies 
and to confidently lead the global energy transi-
tion.  

 

 

 

 

Use of international public funds:  
(in 2016-2020, in USD)²  
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Consequences of extracting fossil fuels  

Not only are fossil fuels a costly, inefficient and ulti-

mately unprofitable means of covering Africa’s energy 

needs. In the past, they also entailed indebtedness, ex-

ternal dependency and internal instability.  

The question of who is allowed to control resources has 

led to open conflicts in many regions. In some cases, 

countries and companies desiring access to the valuable 

resources have forged alliances with those in power and 

have provided them with financial, political and even 

military support. Such alliances contribute to backing re-

gimes irrespective of their governance style or their hu-

man rights record.  

For example, oil companies such as Shell, Chevron, Eni 

or Total Energies have implemented comprehensive ex-

traction projects in the Niger Delta region in Nigeria. Af-

ter 50 years of oil production, the region is one of the 

most heavily polluted places on earth.  Due to oil leak-

ages, farming and fishing are virtually impossible in this 

area and drinking water is scarce. Malnutrition and dis-

eases are common.  

At the same time, the Nigerian government is lining its 

own pockets with license fees and taxes. As the majority 

shareholder of the Nigerian oil industry, it has earned 

revenue amounting to more than USD 1.6 trillion during 

the last 50 years according to analysts at Standard Bank.  

In short, rulers and companies benefit most from the 

centralised fossil energy system while the local people 

and communities bear the negative consequences. It is 

to be feared that the expansion of the gas industry will 

have the same effect. 

 

 

 

Fossil fuel exploration interferes with the 

United Nation’s Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs): 

Fossil fuel extraction aggravates the impacts 

of climate change in Africa. The subsequent 

heat and drought stress, pest infestation, diseases and 

floods lead to reduced agricultural yields and thus have 

devastating effects on the population’s food security. 

The pollution caused by extracting and burn-

ing fossil fuels compromises people’s health 

and is associated with a higher infant mortal-

ity, developmental diseases and an increase in child 

mortality. 

Women are often primarily responsible for 

agriculture, food preparation and water sup-

ply and, at the same time, are disproportion-

ately affected by the health implications caused by the 

pollution. 

Due to the water consumption during the ex-

traction, the water pollution caused by leak-

ages or wastewater disposal and the impacts 

of climate change on fresh water, fossil fuels pose a se-

vere threat to supplying sufficient and healthy drinking 

water. 

The fossil system has not fulfilled its promises 

regarding supply and infrastructure, thus 

making the African continent the region with 

the currently highest energy poverty levels in the 

world. 

Reaching the SDGs becomes less and less 

achievable, if fossil fuel emissions are not re-

duced, the climate crisis further intensifies 

and extreme weather events become increasingly fre-

quent. 
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The future is renewable 
The emission-free and environmentally friendly gener-

ation of renewable energies is an essential 

contribution to mitigating climate change. It has a 

positive impact on achieving the SDGs and has the 

potential to meet the continent’s energy needs many 

times over.3 

A decentralised, cost-effective generation and supply 

system will make it possible to end the current energy 

poverty, enable energy sovereignty and eliminate ex-

isting inequalities. The unit costs for solar power have 

fallen by 85 per cent in the last 10 years and the costs 

for wind energy have fallen by 55 per cent in the same 

period.4 According to IRENA, solar energy was already 

the cheapest source of electricity in human history in 

2020.5 Profits generated from this new energy system 

would no longer be withdrawn by foreign companies, 

but could be channelled into the development of com-

munities, public institutions and the local economy. 

The conditions are good: the Kenyan government esti-

mates that Africa's renewable energy potential is 50 

times higher than the global electricity demand ex-

pected for 2040. In addition, Africa has 40% of the 

world’s reserves of important minerals for the energy 

transition.3 A direct leap to intelligent, participatory 

and decentralised energies of the future is therefore 

possible. 

 

Kenya leads the way 

The largest East African economy has committed to 

meeting its energy needs with 100% renewable ener-

gies by 2030. In line with this goal, Kenya has increased 

the share of geothermal energy from 20% in  

 

 

 

 

2010/2011 to 47% in 2019/20 and the share of wind 

energy from 0.2% in 2010/2011 to 11.4% in 2019/20. 

As a consequence, the contribution of thermal power 

plants (heavy fuel oil, HFO) fell from 31.4% in 2010/11 

to 7.8% in 2019/20.  

A welcome side effect of this development is that 

Kenya’s energy is not only becoming increasingly re-

newable, but is also becoming available to more and 

more people in the country. In 2000, only 8% of house-

holds were connected to the electricity grid. Thanks to 

the introduction of off-grid solar solutions, access has 

risen sharply to 23% in 2013 and 75% in 2022. In urban 

areas, the access rate is 100%, in rural areas of Kenya it 

is 65%.6 

Kenya’s successes show that an energy transition is 

possible and necessary for many African countries. 

However, this can only succeed if international invest-

ment in renewable, climate-friendly energy increases 

significantly in African countries. 

 

Great potential, little funding:  

(figures denote an annual average over 2019 and 2020, in 

USD)7 
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Examples of problems 

related to fossil fuels in Africa: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Misereor recommends a comprehensive, fair, 
rapid and financially supported phase-out of 
fossil fuels: 

An end to German and European investments 
in fossil fuels with private and public funds.  

A commitment by the G20 countries and other 
countries with historically high greenhouse gas 
emissions to support Africa’s transition from 
fossil fuels to renewable energies through fi-
nancial assistance, technology transfer and ca-
pacity building.  

A rapid and just transition from fossil fuels to 
100% renewable energy systems that focuses 
on energy access on the African continent and 
is decentralised. 

JET-P and bilateral partnerships that concen-
trate on building local jobs in renewable 
energies, thereby supporting workers who 
need to exit the fossil fuel sector and secure 
their livelihoods.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The involvement of civil society organisations, 
local communities and indigenous groups in 
the decision-making and implementation steps 
in connection with energy projects and the 
recognition of traditional land and usage rights. 

A direct and strong influence of Germany in the 
AU-EU cooperation, which takes place on an 
equal footing and leads to the phasing out of 
fossil fuels and the expansion of renewable en-
ergies. 
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