
IN DEFENSE OF FREEDOM, LIFE AND JUSTICE, WE SPEAK
OUT AGAINST THE SO-CALLED REVOLUTIONARY TRIAL
CONDUCTED BY THE ELN AGAINST RODRIGO LÓPEZ
ESTRADA AND JESÚS ANTONIO PACHECO OVIEDO, CTI
INVESTIGATORS WHO HAVE BEEN DEPRIVED OF THEIR
LIBERTY SINCE MAY 8, 2025

The FASOL Corporation categorically rejects the so-called
revolutionary trial conducted by the National Liberation Army
(ELN) against the investigators of the Technical Investigation
Corps (CTI) of the Attorney General's Office, Jesús Antonio
Pacheco Oviedo and Rodrigo López Estrada, who have been
deprived of their liberty since May 8, 2025, in the municipality
of Fortul, Arauca.

These cases add to a recurring context of violations against
personal liberty and the integrity of those who perform
judicial functions in areas impacted by the internal armed
conflict. The persistence of such conduct constitutes a
serious violation of Human Rights and International
Humanitarian Law, and poses severe challenges to
guaranteeing minimum security conditions for access to and
administration of justice in the territories.



We categorically reject the motivations set forth in the so-
called condemnatory revolutionary trial recently issued by the
ELN against these judicial servants, as well as any form of
arbitrary ruling that ignores the guarantees of due process, in
accordance with the principles of the Social and Democratic
Rule of Law and the provisions of Colombian legislation.

These public servants were arbitrarily deprived of their liberty
while carrying out judicial orders in observance of the
provisions of the Political Constitution of Colombia and the
laws of the Colombian State. Within the framework of the
proceedings these investigators were conducting, they
cannot be seen as armed actors nor considered military
targets of any kind, since their status is protected by
International Humanitarian Law. Therefore, we consider that
Pacheco Oviedo and López Estrada are judicial servants who
have been illegitimately deprived of their liberty and, in the
same context, convicted in an incontrovertible arbitrary
manner.

Consequently, we urge the National Government, the
Ombudsman's Office, the High Council for Peace, and the
Ministry of Defense to adopt urgent and effective measures 



aimed at protecting these judicial servants, guaranteeing
their freedom, and ensuring their safe return to their families.

As a human rights defense organization, we express our
unconditional support and solidarity with the families of these
investigators, who —like them— are nearing one year amidst
the anguish and uncertainty of this illegitimate deprivation of
liberty. The exercise of administering justice DOES NOT
constitute a crime, nor can it be used as justification for
unfounded accusations of 'espionage' or actions against the
civilian population, much less to put their integrity, life, or
personal liberty at risk.

WE STATE that any harm resulting in a more serious event
than the one currently unfolding against the integrity and life
of our colleagues, Jesús Antonio Pacheco Oviedo and
Rodrigo López Estrada, is the responsibility of the National
Liberation Army (ELN), which currently holds them in its
power.

Bogotá, May 5, 2026
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